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these aims are going to apply to India and to be .given
effect to in the present. Do they include the elimination
of imperialism and the treatment of India as a free nation
whose policy will be guided in accordance with the wishes
of her people? A clear declaration about the future, pledging
the Government to the ending of Imperialism and Fascism
alike, will be welcomed by the people of all countries,
but it is far more important to give immediate effect to
it, to the largest possible extent, for only this will convince
the people that the declaration is m?.int to be honoured.
The real test of any declaration is its application in the
present, for it is the present that will govern action today
and give shape to the future.

13.    War has broken out in Europe and the prospect
is terrible to contemplate. But war has been taking its
heavy toll of human life during the past year in Abyssinia,
Spain   and China.  Innumerable innocent   men,   women
and children have  been bombed to death from the air
in open cities; cold-blooded massacres, torture and utmost
humiliation have followed each other in quick succession
during  these  years  of horror.   That  horror  grows,   and
violence and the threat of violence  shadow  the world,
and, unless checked and ended, will destroy the precious
inheritance of past ages.  That horror has to be checked
in Europe and China, but it will not end till its root causes
of Fascism and Imperialism are removed. To that end, the
Working Committee are prepared to give their co-operation.
But it will be infinite tragedy if even this terrible war is
carried on in the spirit of imperialism and for the purpose
of retaining this structure which is itself the cause of war
and human degradation.

14.    The Working Committee wish to declare that the
Indian people have no quarrel with the German people
or the Japanese people or any other people. But they have
a deep-rooted quarrel with systems which deny freedom
and are based on violence and aggression. They do not
look forward to a victory of one people over another or to
a dictated peace, but to a victory of real democracy for all
the people of all countries and a world freed from the
nightmare of violence and imperialist oppression.